
THE BOOK OF ACTS 

CHAPTER 16 

SUPERNATURAL GUIDANCE 

THE CHALLENGE OF CHAPTER SIXTEEN 

Learning to heed the guidance of the Holy Spirit is essential to living a successful, effective 
Christian life, especially when witnessing to those whose hearts are prepared to receive the 
gospel message. 

Jesus teaches that in this world we would have tribulations and face difficult situations.  Some 
of those circumstances may even seem insurmountable.  But Jesus also says He has overcome 
whatever the world could send our way.  God said many are the afflictions of the righteous, but 
He has delivered us from every difficulty we will ever face.  We may never find ourselves 
chained in an inner prison as Paul and Silas did, but we can learn to handle difficult situations as 
they did: by confidently singing praises to God knowing our deliverance will surely come. 

TIMOTHY ACCOMPANIES PAUL (1-5) 

Paul hears of Timothy’s reputation from the brethren at Lystra and Iconium.  Paul invites 
Timothy to travel with Silas and him on his second missionary journey to Greece. 

Act 16:1  Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named 
Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a 
Greek:  

it is God’s desire to continually train new people for the ministry.  His plan is to raise up people 
by having them learn from those presently in the ministry (2 Timothy 2:2).  Because of Mark’s 
failure during the previous missionary journey, God will introduce Timothy to Paul’s team. 

Timothy is born-again and young in age.  He is probably in his late teens when Paul invites him 
as a traveling companion.  Timothy will be a traveling companion to Paul off and on for the rest 
of Paul’s life.  Timothy’s mother (Eunice) and grandmother (Lois) are also born-again (2 Timothy 
1:5). 

Timothy has been endowed with the gift to pastor, and in Timothy’s early, developmental 
years, Paul uses him to fill in for churches in need.  At Philippi he is very successful, but at 
Corinth, he is not.  (Titus has to come and bail him out.)  Later Timothy becomes the pastor at 
Ephesus and has much difficulty.  This is the reason for 1 and 2 Timothy, which are letters of 
pastoral instruction. 

Timothy’s mother lives in an isolated part of the world but worships the Lord in the Jewish 
fashion.  She is born-again and raises her son Timothy in the scriptures.  It appears Timothy’s 
father is an unbeliever who had perhaps Left the family in their early years.  The term “Greek” 



is usually used by Paul for an unbeliever.  Timothy has been raised by his mother and 
grandmother and had to be fathered spiritually and physically by Paul. 

Act 16:2  Which was well reported of by the brethren that were at Lystra and Iconium.  

Apparently Timothy has done some ministering in both Lystra and Iconium before Paul arrives.  
Paul hears of Timothy from the Christian brothers before he actually meets him. 

Act 16:3  Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and took and circumcised him because of 
the Jews which were in those quarters: for they knew all that his father was a Greek.  

Paul immediately recognizes Timothy’s potential.  Paul knows Timothy is not a strong person in 
the Word like Titus was at the Jerusalem conference (Acts 15).  Paul has Timothy circumcised 
because of the pressure he would be spared in the upcoming journey.  This is the law of 
expediency.  This type of pressure would not have affected Titus, so Paul had not asked him to 
be circumcised (Galatians 2:3). 

Act 16:4  And as they went through the cities, they delivered them the decrees for to keep, that 
were ordained of the apostles and elders which were at Jerusalem.  

The decrees are delivered at the request of James and the leaders of the Jerusalem church.  
Paul is obedient to deliver them, but does not preach them.  Paul might have had some 
questions directed to him about the terms mentioned in the letter, but he always kept the 
focus on grace. 

Act 16:5  And so were the churches established in the faith, and increased in number daily.  

An established church increases in numbers.  A church is established in faith when the Word is 
taught.  The purpose of a church service is not to preach salvation sermons.  The salvation 
message is to be taken to the world by the congregational members.  The church should teach 
the Word so the members will become strong, go out and win the lost, and bring them into the 
church to be fed and become disciples.  Churches teaching faith will then be established. 

PAUL’S VISION TO GO TO MACEDONIA (6-10) 

Paul has a strong desire to preach in Asia and has been following the small inward voice of the 
Spirit to lead him.  This time, however, Paul receives a vision from God urging him to travel with 
his companions to Macedonia. 

Act 16:6  Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were 
forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia,  

Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden 
(koluo: refused) of (by) the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia, 

Until now, Paul has followed the inward witness and his overwhelming desire to preach the 
gospel) 1 Corinthians 9:16).  But he yields to the strong urging of the Holy Spirit who forbids him 



to go to Asia: the time is not right yet.  This will come later in Chapter 19 when he will be 
released by the Holy Spirit to go to Ephesus. 

If God had told Paul at this moment about Macedonia, he would have bypassed many 
spiritually hungry people in Troas.  God will see to it that Paul goes to the right place at the right 
time on his third missionary journey.  These churches will respond positively to the gospel and 
become the subject of Revelation Chapters 2 and 3, the seven churches of Asia. 

Act 16:7  After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit 
suffered them not.  

After they were come to (up to) Mysia, they assayed (attempted) to go into Bithynia: but the 
Spirit suffered (eao: allowed, permitted), them not. 

God wants Paul to go west toward Macedonia, so the Holy Spirit again stops him from going 
south to Asia or North into Bithynia.  He has other ministers planned for these places. 

Because Bithynia is very prone to legalism, God has this nation prepared for the preaching of 
Peter (1 Peter 1:1).  First Peter was written to believers in Bithynia, and the subject is apostasy.  
Legalism leads to apostasy.  God wants Peter to write to them because he is also prone towards 
legalism. 

Since John understood love, God chose him to write to Asia.  Paul would have been too rough, 
and the people probably would not have received God’s message through him.  Asia and the 
people of Bithynia will more easily receive rebuke from Peter and John than from Paul. 

We are all a team and have individual roles to play.  God is preparing Peter to preach to 
Bithynia and Asia Minor while preparing John to write letters to many of them.  God does not 
call one person or one church to win the whole world.   

The Holy Spirit forbids Paul from going to Asia because the time is not right, but also because 
Paul is not the one God had chosen to take the gospel to them.  We also need to be sensitive to 
the Holy Spirit, whether He speaks to us audibly, through an angel, a vision, a prophecy, with a 
sense of urgency, through a gentle voice, a still voice, a sense of peace, or a “check” or warning. 

Act 16:8  And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas. 

After hearing the Holy Spirit say “no” to Bithynia, Paul and his team bypass Mysia.  Apparently 
the Spirit has told them to forget this city.  Paul is now heading in the only direction he has 
peace about.  He does not return in the direction from which he came (east).  He cannot go 
north or south.  The only option left is west until he comes to Troy on the Aegean Sea. 

Troy is the famous city of the Homeric stories of the Iliad and the Odyssey.  It is a center of 
Greek culture and history.  It is the place where Alexander began his world empire and fought 
many battles.  Here at Troas (Troy), Paul will add to the ministry team and take the gospel to 
Macedonia.  Along with Timothy, he will add Luke.  He attempts to add Titus, but does not (2 



Corinthians 2:12-13).  He leaves his coat here and asks Timothy to bring it to him in prison in 
Rome (2 Timothy 4:13). 

Act 16:9  And a vision appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and 
prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia, and help us.  

Paul later called this a “door opened” (2 Corinthians 2:12).  Asia and Bithynia are “doors 
closing.”  Many times God leads us by closing doors before opening others. 

Peter had a vision in Chapter 10, and now Paul has a vision.  Visions are a means of God’s 
leading in this age (Joel 2:28).  In this vision, Paul recognizes the man who appears to him as 
being from Macedonia.  The man’s clothing and speech allows Paul to identify where this man 
is from.  This man represents the readiness of the whole nation of Macedonia.  The nation has 
been evangelized before and is now ready to receive the gospel. 

Act 16:10  And after he had seen the vision, immediately we endeavoured to go into 
Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to preach the gospel unto them.  

The narrative is no longer about Paul and his team, but Luke is now a member.  The literary 
style of the book of Acts indicates that Luke is the author.  “We” is now added, showing that 
Luke had joined them. 

Paul refers to Luke as “beloved.”  “Luke will leave Paul and rejoin him from time to time (20:15; 
21:18; 27:1; 28:16) as do other members of the team.  The other members include Silas and 
Timothy.  All of these take Paul’s vision as their own.  They probably all pray and open their 
hearts to the will of the Holy Spirit.  They do not argue about going to Macedonia, but believe 
Paul has received direction from the Lord.  Once they have agreed to go, they do not argue or 
criticize but support Paul’s decision. 

FIRST CONVERTS IN EUROPE (11-18) 

Paul and his companions travel to Philippi in Macedonia where they remain for several days.  
On the Sabbath, they speak with some women who have gathered.  One woman is Lydia, a 
business woman, who receives the message of salvation and invites Paul and his companions to 
her home. 

PAUL AND HIS TEAM TRAVEL TO MACEDONIA 

Act 16:11  Therefore loosing from Troas, we came with a straight course to Samothracia, and 
the next day to Neapolis;  

After the vision at Troy, Paul and his crew immediately sailed straight for the next mission.  
Samothrace is an island northwest of Troy about halfway to the port of Neapolis .  Neapolis is 
one of two main seaports of Macedonia (the other is Thessalonica).  Samothrace can be 
reached in one day from either Troy or Neapolis depending on the winds.  Samothrace had a 
high peak (5500 feet) that could be seen and used as a navigation point for sailors. 



Paul’s crew sail the Aegean Sea in two days.  Later, when the wind is contrary, this same trip 
traveling in the opposite direction will take five days (20:6). 

Act 16:12  And from thence to Philippi, which is the chief city of that part of Macedonia, and a 
colony: and we were in that city abiding certain days.  

Philippi is a famous city to the Romans for its history and location.  Here Mark Anthony and 
Octavius met Brutus and Cassius and defeated them.  As a result of this battle, almost half of 
Brutus’ army committed suicide.  Philippi was then known as the city of suicide. 

The word “colony” is important because Philippi is under Roman ownership.  Anyone in Philippi, 
regardless of nationality, is given Roman citizenship and protection, and no Roman citizen can 
be beaten or crucified.  “Colony” is the highest Roman honor for a city. 

Philippi had been named for Philip Macedon, the father of Alexander the Great; thus the names 
of Philippi and Macedonia.  This city is strategically important to Rome because it guarded the 
Egnatian Way, a road that connected the Adriatic to the Aegean Sea.  Philippi, because of its 
beauty, also became a popular retirement center for Roman military personnel.  It has a large 
Greek population and a small number of Jewish people. 

Paul and his crew will have a long stay and a slow beginning.  This shows just because events do 
not happen quickly, it does not mean you are out of God’s will.  They are making the most of a 
slow situation.  They are praying and waiting on the opening of doors within this city. 

Act 16:13  And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to 
be made; and we Sat down, and spake unto the women which resorted thither.  

The river with many fountains is the Ganges, about a mile outside the city.  This is the battle 
sight of Mark Anthony and Brutus.  Paul and his team went there to pray on the Sabbath.  They 
want to win the Jews first and it made no difference to them what day they prayed.  They 
became “all things to all men.”  Paul found some Jewish women who pray each Sabbath day at 
this river.  The men probably had little going in the way of worship and their wives met to pray 
at this river.  Apparently, the women living in the Gentile countries who were following Jewish 
customs were more zealous than the men (13:50). 

LYDIA’S CONVERSION 

Act 16:14  And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which 
worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things 
which were spoken of Paul.  

And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple (purple-dyed robes and garments), of the 
city of Thyatira, which worshiped (referenced) God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, 
that she attended (listened intently) unto the things which were spoken of Paul. 



Lydia is a business woman originally from Thyatira, a city famous for the production of dye.  
Lydia learned the trade, sold garments dyed purple, and traveled throughout Europe selling her 
line of clothing.  She moved to Philippi because of the wealth and location of the city.  Her heart 
is open to the Lord.  God sends Paul and his team to give her the gospel.  The “opening” of her 
heart is the drawing ministry of the Holy Spirit.  Her desire is to know and this is all the Holy 
Spirit needs.  She becomes born again. 

Act 16:15  And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained 
us.  

And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought (continually questioned) us, 
saying, if ye have judged (discerned) me to be faithful (committed) to the Lord, come into my 
house, and abide (base yourself) there.  And she constrained (continue to persuade) us. 

Lydia lives in Philippi and has a family.  Being a key leader of the revival in the city, she runs 
home and leads her family to the Lord, and they are also all baptized. 

Before this time, Paul and his team having stayed to themselves.  Once she is baptized and 
becomes more committed to the Lord, she desires more teaching.  There is no church in town, 
so she invites Paul and the others to move into her large house.  Paul and the team accept her 
invitation and after this, go into the city from time to time to speak, pray, and evangelize.  
Lydia’s house becomes the home of the church at Philippi. 

CONVERSION OF THE DEMON POSSESSED WOMAN 

Act 16:16  And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of 
divination met us, which brought her masters much gain by soothsaying:  

And it came to pass, as we went to prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of divination 
(puthos: soothsaying) met us, which brought her masters (owners) much gain (profit) by 
soothsaying (fortune-telling): 

Paul is probably taking his team to the same place of prayer by the river, where he is 
confronted by this girl.  A “damsel” is a Greek slave.  At first, Paul does not perceive her 
problem and tolerates her presence.  What Paul does not immediately realize is that she has 
been sent by Satan to stop his ministry in the city of Philippi.  She is demon-possessed and is 
being used by her owners to make a great financial profit.  They have been using her for 
fortune-telling, but for many days insists on going to the place where the prayer meeting is 
being held and speaking out about Paul and his team. 

The demon possessing her is called “a spirit of divination.”  The Greek word here is puyov, from 
which the English word python is derived.  In Greek mythology the python was the guard over 
the oracle of Apollo.  The oracle was the hidden knowledge of the gods.  The python rose from 
mud pits and guarded the secret until Apollo slew it in the caves of Mount Parnasus.  The oracle 



of Delphi was also called the Phythian Oracle.  A demon controlled this mythological belief and 
it is now controlling this woman.  She gives false prophecies and is harassing Paul and his men. 

Act 16:17  The same followed Paul and us, and cried, saying, These men are the servants of the 
most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation.  

The same followed Paul and us, and cried (kept on shouting), saying, These men are the 
servants of the most high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation. 

This verse shows the deception of Satan.  Every word she says is true, but the intent is not to 
lead people into permanent freedom.  After Paul and the team are gone, this woman looks like 
a herald, a forerunner of Paul’s ministry like John the Baptist was to Jesus.  Everyone knows this 
girl is a fortune-teller, and Satan wants them to think of her as an ambassador of the gospel. 

Act 16:18  And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I 
command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour.  

Paul is wrestling within himself until he senses the leading of the Holy Spirit.  He is grieved, 
which is a leading of the Holy Spirit.  Not only can the Holy Spirit lead us in the right direction, 
He can also warn us against going in the wrong direction.  A warning from the Holy Spirit is not 
always as strong as it was with Paul’s desire to go into Bithynia or Asia; it can be a still small 
voice, a mild warning, or just a bad feeling.  Paul now realizes this is not a woman of God but a 
messenger of Satan, and he turns and speaks directly to the demon commanding it to come out 
of the girl.  Within a short period of time, the demon comes out.  Paul is not angry with the girl 
but with Satan and the demon. 

It is not necessary for Paul to stay with the girl to ensure the demon has come out.  He goes on 
his way, and the demon leaves the girl within a short time.  Jesus also cast out demons that 
tried to announce Him (Mark 1:23-25; 3:11-12). 

PAUL AND SILAS IN PRISON (19-24) 

Because Paul cast the demon out of a slave girl who gained money for her owners through 
divination, Paul and Silas are dragged before the rulers of the city.  Magistrates order Paul and 
Silas beaten with rods and thrown in prison.  The jailer is ordered to keep them safe, so he 
moves them to the inner prison and puts their feet in stocks. 

Act 16:19  And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul 
and Silas, and drew them into the marketplace unto the rulers,  

And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains were gone, they caught (violently) Paul 
and Silas, and drew (dragged) them into the market-place (agora: assembly) unto the rulers 
(Roman), 

The masters soon see that the girl no longer had her powers, and they are angry.  They are not 
interested in the girls well-being, only in money.  They should have rejoiced when she was set 



free, but instead, they see that a great income is now gone.  They find Paul and Silas and 
dragged them (probably via hired men) into the public marketplace before the Roman rulers. 

The Greeks held their courts at the city gates.  This court scene occurred in the middle of town, 
before a large crowd.  Paul and Silas are falsely accused before a Roman court.  The magistrates 
do not know Paul and Silas are Roman citizens until the next day. 

Act 16:20  And brought them to the magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do exceedingly 
trouble our city,  

And brought them to the magistrates, saying, these men, being (huparcho: existing as) Jews, do 
exceedingly trouble our city (disturb the peace), 

The men do not know Paul is a Roman citizen and assume him to be only a Hebrew.  To be a 
Roman was a great privilege, and anyone who is not a Roman citizen existed as any other 
nationality.  The accusation is a very sarcastic remark for Paul and Silas.  The men do not even 
take time to learn the nationality or citizenship of Paul and Silas. 

Act 16:21  And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being 
Romans.  

These men are saying, “We have always been Romans and are proud of it.”  The implication is 
Paul and Silas are foreigners trying to pollute a pure Roman culture; anything contrary to 
Roman culture must be wrong.  These men are using patriotism to stir up emotions against Paul 
and Silas. 

Roman law was usually very good, but here the lawyers outsmart the ruler.  Later, however, 
Roman law will save Paul at Ephesus and Corinth.  These owners are not really patriots but are 
using any means to gain back their business.  They want to be rid of Paul and Silas. 

Act 16:22  And the multitude rose up together against them: and the magistrates rent off their 
clothes, and commanded to beat them.  

And the multitude rose up together against them: and the magistrates rent off their (Paul’s and 
Silas’s clothes), and commanded to beat them. 

These men struck a nerve with the townspeople.  Emotional patriotism is running high, and Paul 
and Silas are caught between Satan’s revenge and the emotions of the people.  These leaders 
never question Paul or they would have discovered he was a Roman citizen.  This will be 
realized later, after Paul is released from prison (37-38).  Once the emotions died down, the 
magistrates repent for this miscarriage of justice the following day. 

Act 16:23  And when they had laid many stripes upon them, they cast them into prison, 
charging the jailor to keep them safely:  



They put thirty-nine stripes on their backs (2 Corinthians 11:25).  They are stripped to the waist 
and whipped with rods before being put into prison.  This is all illegal. 

Act 16:24  Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner prison, and made 
their feet fast in the stocks. 

Who, having received such a charge, thrust them into the inner (under) prison, and made their 
feet fast (secure) in the stocks. 

The under prison is a pit beneath the prison.  It is the most secure place, and the stocks around 
their feet make them immobile.  It is physically impossible to escape.  This is torture added to 
torture. 

16:24 charge,  parangelia (par-ang-gel-ee-ah);  A chain-of-command word, denoting a 
general order, instruction, command, precept, or direction. It is used in a way that 
makes the word self-explanatory. The prison authorities charge the jailer to imprison 
Paul and Silas (verse 24). The apostles were given a charge not to preach by the 
authorities at Jerusalem (5:28). Paul gives a charge to the Thessalonians (1 
Thessalonians 4:2).  Parangelia is the charge Paul gave to Timothy (1 Timothy 1:5, 18). 

CONVERSION OF THE PHILIPPIAN JAILER (25-34) 

Paul and Silas began praying and singing praises to God while in prison.  As a result, the 
foundations of the prison shake, all the doors in prison open, and all the prisoners chains 
release.  When the jailer wakes and sees the situation, he draws his sword to kill himself.  Paul 
and Silas stopped him, revealing they had not escaped.  The jailer then falls to his knees and 
asks how he can be saved. 

PAUL AND SILAS SING PRAISES 

Act 16:25  But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them.  

And at (approaching) midnight Paul and Silas prayed (middle voice), and sang praises (middle 
voice) unto God: and the prisoners heard (were listening to) them. 

Paul and Silas pray and sing praises for their own benefit.  They are not trying to witness to the 
other prisoners but are edifying themselves and ministering faith to their own hearts (Jude 20). 

Act 16:26  Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were 
shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were loosed.  

The earthquake is sudden, violent, and local.  It only affects the prison.  It is strong enough to 
do an internal damage to the cells and open the doors.  The day after the quake, the 
magistrates know nothing of it.  The foundations are shaken; this is where Paul and Silas are 
being held. 



This is a unique earthquake; there is no damage, only shaking and freedom for the prisoners.  
The prisoners receive a message by song and demonstration.  They know it must be the Lord 
who delivers them.  They hear the praises of Paul and Silas before the quake hit. 

THE SALVATION OF THE PHILIPPIAN JAILER 

Act 16:27  And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, 
supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill himself.  

This jailer is a very tough man.  For years, he has slept through all the moans and screams of the 
prisoners.  But the earthquake wakes him from his sleep and he sees the open prison doors and 
the chains, which were no longer bound to the prisoners.  He thinks he is too late and that 
many of the prisoners have escaped.  He is fearful for his own life because he knows the Roman 
leaders will take his life.  He wants to commit suicide and possibly make it appear as if the 
prisoners had killed him in a riot.  The Romans would never believe the earthquake story, and 
would kill him as a traitorous or negligent.  However, the power of God is so strong in the jail 
cells that the prisoners do not leave even though the doors are standing wide open. 

Act 16:28  But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, "Do yourself no harm, for we are all here."  

The jailer runs into the halls ready to kill himself.  He is not in the inner prison, but above the 
cell of Paul and Silas.  Paul sees him, screams out, and stops the jailer from committing suicide. 

Act 16:29  Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas.  

Then he called for a light (torch), and sprang in (jumped down in), and came trembling, and fell 
down (prostrated himself) before Paul and Silas, 

Act 16:30  And he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  

He is still fearing the Romans and for his own life.  His desire to be saved was not spiritual but 
physical.  He sees no way out of death, but is willing to listen to Paul before he dies.  How is he 
going to explain the open doors and the loose chains?  Paul is the only one who has given him 
any words of hope.  Now he is asking about his life being spared, and Paul will use his own 
words to witness to him. 

Act 16:31  So they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your 
household."  

This man is also fearful for his family.  They might be killed as co-conspirators.  Paul and Silas 
know this because they are Roman citizens.  They tell him how he as well as his family can 
receive salvation. 

Act 16:32  Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house.  



The order is first presenting the gospel to the jailer and next, the jailer’s conversion.  The jailer 
invites Paul and Silas to his house where the rest of his family hears the gospel and are also 
saved (verse 34).  Paul and Silas later return to the jailer’s house for a meal and to fellowship. 

Act 16:33  And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And 
immediately he and all his family were baptized.  

The new birth immediately fills the man’s heart with love for Paul and Silas.  He has beaten 
many prisoners and witnessed many other beatings, but he has never had compassion for 
anyone who suffered in his prison.  Paul and Silas have witnessed to the family, seen all of them 
saved and they are all baptized together immediately following salvation.  Before morning, Paul 
and Silas are eating at the jailer’s home.  They have all had an exciting night.  Paul and Silas 
have gone through a beating, been thrown in prison, experienced an earthquake, led a jailer 
and his family to the Lord, and had a baptismal service! 

Act 16:34  Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and he 
rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.  

The meal is accompanied with shouts of joy.  The family has found true peace, and they are 
excited.  God’s desire is always to begin His work in families, the basic unit of society and 
churches.  When stability affects the home, it eventually changes nations.  Other examples 
include Rahab and her family and also Lydia. 

MAGISTRATES RELEASE PAUL AND SILAS (35-40) 

The rulers then send notice to release Paul and Silas, but Paul demands the rulers personally 
release them from prison and points out how poorly they had been treated as Roman citizens.  
The rulers apologize, release Paul and Silas, and ask them to leave the city. 

Act 16:35  And when it was day, the magistrates sent the officers, saying, "Let those men go."  

And when it was day, the magistrates sent the sergeants (lictors: ancient Roman officers), 
saying, let those men go. 

It is now the morning after.  The magistrates have realized their mistake in beating and 
condemning men without a fair trial.  They are afraid of what might happen if their treatment 
of Paul and Silas should reach the streets, so they asked Paul and Silas to immediately leave the 
city. 

Act 16:36  So the keeper of the prison reported these words to Paul, saying, "The magistrates 
have sent to let you go. Now therefore depart, and go in peace."  

The new convert is happy to tell Paul and Silas they are free.  He is speaking openly to them in 
front of the men sent by the city leaders. 



Act 16:37  But Paul said to them, "They have beaten us openly, uncondemned Romans, and 
have thrown us into prison. And now do they put us out secretly? No indeed! Let them come 
themselves and get us out."  

But Paul said unto them, They have beaten us openly (before many witnesses) uncondemned, 
being (huparcho: existing as) Romans, and have cast us into prison; and now do they thrust us 
out privily?  Nay verily; but let them come themselves and fetch us out. 

Paul speaks right past the jailer to the representatives of the Roman magistrates.  Paul and Silas 
have been beaten in the sight of many in the city.  Their beating did not take place in a back 
alley but in an open area of the city.  The people of the city also witnessed that Paul and Silas 
were beaten without a trial.  Added to all this is the fact that they are Roman citizens.  This 
frightens the representatives.  They realize this could mean havoc with the Roman government.  
To beat a Roman citizen is illegal.  Not to give a fair hearing is also illegal.  Nor can Roman 
citizens be beaten, put in chains, or crucified.  In addition, they can be jailed only if they commit 
a capital crime, cannot be tortured in any way, and if execution is in order, the convicted are 
decapitated.  (History tells us Paul was killed in this way at the end of his life). 

These Roman magistrates have believed a report without giving Paul and Silas a fair trial.  They 
thought of Paul and Silas only as Jews and not Roman citizens.  It is possible for their treatment 
of Paul and Silas to reach all the way to Caesar! 

Act 16:38  And the officers told these words to the magistrates, and they were afraid when they 
heard that they were Romans.  

The magistrates fear Paul and the citizens; they fear from their jobs and their relations with 
Rome.  They also feared for their own lives and for the future of their own city, Philippi. 

Act 16:39  Then they came and pleaded with them and brought them out, and asked them to 
depart from the city.  

Act 16:40  So they went out of the prison and entered the house of Lydia; and when they had 
seen the brethren, they encouraged them and departed. 

Paul and Silas encourage the others after being beaten.  They come to Lydia and a house full of 
people.  Apparently the people gathered were afraid and discouraged for Paul and Silas. 

When Paul and Silas depart, they leave Timothy and Luke in Philippi.  Timothy does not rejoin 
Paul until Berea (Acts 17:14).  Luke does not rejoin Paul until the third missionary journey (Acts 
20:5-6). 


