
THE BOOK OF ACTS 

CHAPTER 17 

THE MACEDONAIN TOUR 

THE CHALLENGE OF CHAPTER SEVENTEEN 

Jesus instructs us to “go into all the world” to preach the gospel, and we must not allow 
opposition to stop us from sharing the gospel.  We have opportunities in the world around us 
daily to share the gospel of Jesus Christ, and like Paul, we should meet people where they are 
at in their understanding of the true God.  As born-again believers, we should be living 
supernaturally in obedience to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and whether that obedience 
results in thousands or just one finding Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, obedience is the key.  
Every life matters to God. 

PAUL REASONS WITH THE THESSALONIANS (1-4) 

Paul and Silas have arrived in Thessalonica, and for three days, Paul reasons from the scriptures 
with the Jews who are gathered in the temple.  Some Jews are persuaded, and many Greeks 
and leading women of Thessalonica join Paul and Silas, receiving the message of the gospel. 

THE EGNATIAN WAY  

Act 17:1  Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 
Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 

Paul and Silas are now trampling on the Egnatian Way and will travel from Philippi to 
Thessalonica through Amphipolis and Apollonia.  They will leave the highway and go on to 
Berea.  The Egnatian Way is a 500 mile highway joining the Adriatic Sea at Dyrrhachium to the 
Aegean Sea at Neapolis. 

Thessalonica is a gulf city.  Today it is the modern city of Salonica.  It was the largest and most 
important city in Macedonia, and was the name of a very famous woman: a sister of Alexander 
the Great.  Since a Jewish population has existed in Thessalonica for some time, there is a 
synagogue where the Jews gather for worship. 

PAUL’S MINISTRY TO THE JEWS AT THESSALONICA 

Act 17:2  Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with 
them from the Scriptures,  

And Paul, as his manner (custom) was, went in unto them, and three Sabbath days reasoned 
(dialegomai: dispute) with them out of the scriptures. 



Paul’s usual custom in a city is to first find a synagogue (if there is one) and minister to the Jews 
(Romans 1:16).  Because Paul has so many credentials from the Jewish religion, they quickly 
give him the floor the first time or two.  In Thessalonica, Paul is able to preach three times 
before he is recognized as a Jewish rebel.  In Thessalonica, Paul not only teaches, he answers 
questions.  This demonstrates the vast amount of knowledge and confidence Paul possesses.  
Later, word spreads from the Jewish headquarters in Jerusalem not to allow him to speak in the 
synagogue.  This will all catch up with him in chapter 21 in Jerusalem at the temple. 

Act 17:3  explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the 
dead, and saying, "This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ." 

Opening (revealing from Scripture) and alleging (proving), that Christ must needs (deo: had an 
obligation) have suffered (died), and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I 
preach unto you, is Christ. 

Paul takes familiar Old Testament scriptures and pulls the revelation out of them.  He teaches 
whom the sacrifices were speaking of, not only the ritual.  Jesus is the Messiah that they have 
been waiting for.  The Old Testament prophesied of His coming, and Jesus fulfilled it.  Jesus 
Christ is clearly revealed in the Old Testament. 

17:3 suffer, pascho (pas-kho);  Compare “passion,” “passive,” “pathos.” Being acted 
upon in a certain way, to experience ill-treatment, roughness, violence, or outrage, to 
endure suffering, and to undergo evils from without.  Pascho asks the painful question: 
“What is happening to me?” Of the 42 times it appears it is mostly used of Christ’s 
suffering for us. 

Act 17:4  And some of them were persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout Greeks, and 
not a few of the leading women, joined Paul and Silas.  

This is a usual pattern in the Gentile areas Paul has traveled to.  Some of the Jews receive, many 
of the Gentiles becomes born again, and many of the chief leaders in the city accept Jesus.  
Persecution then arises from the Jews who do not believe Paul’s message. 

UPRISING AND ATTACK ON JASON’S HOUSE (5-9) 

Some of the Jews become jealous of Paul and Silas, form a mob, and inflame the people to the 
point of attacking the house of Jason, thinking they will find Paul and Silas.  They drag Jason and 
his brothers from his house and accuse them of being against the decrees of Caesar.  The 
authorities take money from Jason and those with him and then release them. 

UNJUST ACCUSATIONS 

Act 17:5  But the Jews who were not persuaded, becoming envious, took some of the evil men 
from the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in an uproar and attacked the house 
of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people.  



But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy (jealousy), took unto them (proslambano: 
hired, received) certain lewd fellows (poneros: evil men, wicked, malicious) of the baser sort 
(agoraios: from the marketplace, vulgar), and gathered a company (mob), and set (incited) all 
the city on an uproar (into a riot), and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to bring them 
out to the people. 

When we reject the Word, we fall back on our emotions.  When logic and reasoning are 
exhausted, many resort to shouting and making unfounded accusations.  This is true in liberal 
politics and religion.  When a person is controlled by emotions, sin is the result.  The evil men 
from the marketplace are paid by the religious leaders to speak against Paul and Silas.  These 
evil men are hucksters, petty thieves, and traffickers.  These vagrants hang around the 
marketplace each day looking for ways to make a quick dollar by petty crimes and pick-
pocketing.  They are good contacts for what was happening in the streets and know of ways to 
get a person into trouble.  These men began a riot against Paul and Silas, and the entire city is 
pulled into it.  After hearing about Paul and Silas staying in the house of Jason, the crowd then 
commits breaking and entering.  Paul and Silas are not in Jason’s home at the time of the crime, 
and Jason receives the brunt of the attack. 

ENSUING RIOT 

act 17:6  But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason and some brethren to the rulers 
of the city, crying out, "These who have turned the world upside down have come here too. 

And when they found them (Paul and Silas) not, they drew (dragged) Jason and certain 
brethren (recent converts) unto the rulers (judges) of the city, crying,  These that have turned 
the world upside down are come hither also; This mob is yelling exactly what they had been 
told.  They accused Paul of causing the riot.  They also claimed Paul and his team have caused 
riots in other cities and are now trying to do the same thing in Thessalonica. 

17:6  Guidelines Amid a Visitation, REVIVAL.  So explosive was the revival in Acts, it was 
as if the world had turned “upside down.” A visitation of God’s spirit puts leadership in a 
role requiring wisdom in “handling” such explosiveness. To see His purpose fully 
accomplished, these guidelines may help: 1) Follow the life of the Holy Spirit. If we 
respond to the revival in fear (quenching the Spirit) or presumption (seizing initiative 
God has not given us), we grieve the Holy Spirit. See Ephesians 4:30; 5:18; 1 
Thessalonians 5:19. 2) Resolve not to “control” the revival. Seek God for discernment 
between “leading” and “restricting”; monitor the visitation, but stay submitted to Him. 
Give wise stewardship to the gracious move of the Spirit. See 1 Corinthians 4:1-2; James 
4:7; 1 Peter 2:21. 3) Seek the counsel of gifted ministries, each submitting to and 
complementing the other as God has designed His church to work together. See 
Proverbs 11:14; 1 Corinthians 12:1-28; 14:32; Ephesians 4:11-12; 1 Thessalonians 5:11. 
4) Always complement the experiential side of the visitation with the consistent, 
systematic teaching of the Word of God. See Luke 24:27; Acts 17:11; Ephesians 6:17; 



Hebrews 4:12. 5) Always keep the focus of the revival on God, not “things that happen.” 
In a genuine move of God, people will need to be led to worship God and glorify Him as 
the Initiator and Sustainer of such blessing and the Source of wisdom and power to walk 
wisely in it. 

Act 17:7  Jason has harbored them, and these are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar, 
saying there is another king—Jesus."  

Whom Jason hath received; and these all do (prasso: practice, repeatedly, habitually) contrary 
to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another (heteros: other , different ) king, one 
Jesus.   

They are saying, “It’s Jason who is hiding these rebels.  He is their contact here.”  They are 
accusing Paul and his team of teaching practices contrary to the law.  What a fine group of 
hypocrites to call Paul and his followers lawbreakers! 

Act 17:8  And they troubled the crowd and the rulers of the city when they heard these things.  

These government leaders are being influenced by an emotional mob, not by due process of 
law and fair trial.  They are overlooking the usual procedure of evidence, witnesses, and 
examination.  They are committing the same mistake as the leaders in Philippi (16:22-23). 

Act 17:9  So when they had taken security from Jason and the rest, they Let them go.  

And when they had taken security (bond) of Jason, and of the others, they let them go (released 
them). 

The bond was taken so Jason and the new converts would not escape. 

PAUL AND SILAS SENT TO BEREA (10-15) 

For the protection of Paul and Silas, the Thessalonian brothers send them to Berea in the night.  
The Jews in Berea more readily receive God’s Word and examine the scriptures daily.  Many 
receive the message of salvation.  When the Jews in Thessalonica hear about Paul preaching to 
the Bereans, they travel to Berea to once again stir up the crowds against them.  Paul is then 
sent by the brethren out to sea, and they take him as far as Athens. 

PAUL PREACHES TO THE BEREANS 

Act 17:10  Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea. When 
they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews.  

Berea is south of Thessalonica, approximately fifty miles off of the Egnatian highway. 

Act 17:11  These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the 
word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things 
were so.  



These were more noble (eugenes: well born, high rank) than those in Thessalonica, in that they 
received the word with all readiness (eagerness) of mind, and searched the scriptures (Old 
Testament) daily, whether those things were so. 

Those in the synagogue in Berea include both Jews and Gentiles.  They are of a different 
attitude than those in the other cities.  Cities within a short distance of each other can be totally 
different in attitude and personality.  This city is more receptive to the Word and willing to 
check out Paul and his message.  They do not search to prove him wrong but to honestly 
evaluate his teaching. 

Act 17:12  Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks, prominent 
women as well as men.  

Therefore (because of this [studying of the Word]) many of them believed; also of honorable 
(noble) women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few. 

This revival is also unique because many men are saved as well as the women.  In many of the 
cities in which Paul speaks, women received the Word and only a few of the men. 

THESSALONIAN JEWS STIR UP TROUBLE IN BEREA 

Act 17:13  But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of God was preached by 
Paul at Berea, they came there also and stirred up the crowds.  

The new believers and unbelievers are quickly stirred up by the legalistic Jews from 
Thessalonica.  These who have never come to give good news are quick to spread the bad news 
and divisive words about Paul and his message. 

Act 17:14  Then immediately the brethren sent Paul away, to go to the sea; but both Silas and 
Timothy remained there.  

The disciples make it look like Paul went to the sea when in fact he continued on land and goes 
to Athens.  Paul goes to Athens alone, leaving Timothy and Silas behind in Berea.  Timothy has 
come down to Berea to join Paul and ends up staying with Silas.  Every person Paul leaves 
behind is like a seed.  Their results cannot be immediately seen, but eventually there is a crop.  
The crop for Paul will come in a time of desperation while he is in Corinth. 

PAUL ESCORTED TO ATHENS 

Act 17:15  So those who conducted Paul brought him to Athens; and receiving a command for 
Silas and Timothy to come to him with all speed, they departed.  

Paul is protected and escorted to Athens by many new converts from Berea.  Once they arrive 
in Athens, they leave Paul and return home. 

PAUL ENCOUNTERS GREEK PHILOSOPHERS (16-21) 



As Paul waits at Athens for the arrival of Silas and Timothy, his spirit is provoked within him 
because the city is filled with idols.  Paul reasons daily with the Jews in the synagogue and in 
the marketplace with anyone present.  Some of the Greek philosophers converse with Paul, and 
bring him to the Areopagus, a place where philosophical debates take place, to hear about 
Paul’s “new teaching.” 

PAUL’S SPIRIT IS STIRRED 

Act 17:16  Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him when 
he saw that the city was given over to idols.  

Paul wanders around in Athens while he waits for Silas and Timothy.  His spirit becomes angry 
and resentful for the heathenism in Athens.  Paul now devises a plan to put himself before the 
people in Athens.  He will discuss the Word in the synagogue and on the streets. 

Act 17:17  Therefore he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with the Gentile 
worshipers, and in the marketplace daily with those who happened to be there.  

Therefore disputed (dialogomai: discussed, reasoned with) he in the synagogue with the Jews, 
and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met with him. 

Paul begins by answering questions and discussing the Old Testament scriptures with Jews and 
Gentile proselytes.  He also begins to draw a crowd in the streets as he tells them of Jesus.  His 
teaching also draws many of the philosophers. 

THE EPICUREANS AND STOICS 

Act 17:18  Then certain Epicurean and Stoic philosophers encountered him. And some said, 
"What does this babbler want to say?" Others said, "He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign 
gods," because he preached to them Jesus and the resurrection. 

Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoics, encountered (confronted) him.  
And some said, What will this babbler (spermologos: seed picker, loafer will) say?  Other some, 
He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, and the 
resurrection. 

In Athens, philosophy began with Aristotle and Plato.  By the time Paul comes to Athens, two 
schools of philosophy have developed: the Epicureans and the Stoics.  Both take offense to Paul 
because he teaches absolute right and wrong.  They called Paul a “babbler,” which comes from 
the Greek word spermologos, meaning a “seed picker.”  This is a term of derision.  Crows and 
other unclean birds would wait for someone to plant seeds and then come steal them.  They 
are accusing Paul of picking up seeds of other teachings and putting them together to make his 
own doctrine.  They are accusing him of looking for an audience and making up a new religion. 



Jesus and the resurrection Paul preaches is contrary to all Greek philosophy, especially the fact 
that Jesus took our sins with His death.  This was in direct opposition to the Epicureans who 
taught there was no sin, no right or wrong. 

17:18  babbler, spermologos (sper-mol-og-oss);  Athenian slang for 1) a bird that picks 
up seeds; 2) men lounging around the marketplace, making a living by picking up 
whatever falls from the loads of merchandise; 3) a babbler, chatterer, or gossip retailing 
bits and pieces of misinformation; 4) a pseudo-intellectual who insists on spouting off. 
Tragically, the super-intellectuals on Mar’s Hill failed to see in Paul all the necessary 
ingredients for being a truth bringer. 

OPPOSITION TO THE TEACHING OF THE RESURRECTION 

The resurrection was contrary to both the Epicureans and Stoics (1 Corinthians 15). 

EPICUREANS 

Founded by Epicurus who taught happiness is found in pleasure.  There is no standard of right 
or wrong, but whatever gives you pleasure is right.  Pleasure is an instinct; therefore, it cannot 
be wrong and should be cultivated.  Materialism was the next step in that line of thought, and 
then atheism.  They believed God was whatever you made Him to be.  All the emphasis was on 
the body.  They believed in the soul but believed it was so integrated with the feelings and 
emotions of the body; they were actually one.  Death was the final pleasure, and there was 
nothing following death. 

STOICS 

Founded by Zeno who taught from the porches (stoikos) of the temples in Athens.  His 
followers were called “porch people” or “Stoics.”  Zeno believed the Epicureans were too 
emotional and needed to be more reasonable.  Reason is the foundation of the Stoics.  The 
mind could conquer anything, and virtue was the most important attribute.  To Stoics, God was 
the spirit of reason in the universe, and the gods of the Pantheon were each concepts of 
reason. 

PAUL AT MARS HILL 

Verses 19-21 are the background for Paul’s sermon on Mars Hill.  He has taught in the 
synagogue and market just to get to a place of public audience. 

Act 17:19  And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, "May we know what 
this new doctrine is of which you speak?  

And they took (seized) him, and brought him unto Areopagus (Court of Ares), saying, May we 
know what this new doctrine, thereof thou speakest, is? 



The Court of Ares (the God of war) is the supreme court of Athens.  It has six judges who make 
final decisions on philosophy.  This court meets on Mars Hill near the Acropolis, by the 
Parthenon. 

Another temple, located at the bottom of the hill, is the Temple of the Furies.  This Is the Place 
where Socrates had been condemned and then gave his famous last speech, “The Apologia.”  
Paul is now being asked about his doctrine before the six judges.  Thousands of people on the 
hill are listening and want to understand Paul’s teaching. 

Act 17:20  For you are bringing some strange things to our ears. Therefore we want to know 
what these things mean."  

The judges speak for the philosophers and the people. 

Act 17:21  For all the Athenians and the foreigners who were there spent their time in nothing 
else but either to tell or to hear some new thing.  

(For all the Athenians [citizens] and strangers [tourists] which were there spent their time in 
nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.) 

This is an indication of their intellectual snobbery.  They continually wait to hear the latest 
philosophical ideas.  They are novelty seekers, changing philosophies as often as some people 
change clothing. 

PAUL REASONS WITH GREEK PHILOSOPHERS (22-34) 

Paul meets the Greek philosophers where they are by explaining that the “unknown god” they 
worship is the true and living God.  He shares the gospel message, including the resurrection of 
the dead.  Some mock, others want to hear more, and some receive the gospel. 

FALSE “GODS” 

Act 17:22  Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, "Men of Athens, I perceive 
that in all things you are very religious;  

Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ Hill and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all 
things you are too superstitious (deisidaimoneros: more religious). 

This is the most shocking thing they have ever heard.  They expect to be approached with the 
unity, respect, and fear.  But Paul tells them they have too much religion.  They think the more 
religions, the safer.  They believe if they have many forms of religion, they are bound to hit the 
right one at some point.  Paul tells them their religion and form of life is a façade.  These men 
are stupid but think they are the intellectuals, yet Paul is the true intellectual.  He sees the truth 
of life and has the best grasp on right and wrong.  These men have over 30,000 statues in 
Athens dedicated to different gods, and Paul is the only one in the city who knows the true 
God. 



Act 17:23  for as I was passing through and considering the objects of your worship, I even 
found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One whom you 
worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you:  

Paul has been casually observing their forms of worship while waiting to have an audience.  His 
first observation is the over-devotion to many religions.  When no statue could be built for a 
particular concept, an altar would be built instead with a plaque and an inscription to that god.  
To ensure no god was overlooked, an altar was built to the unknown god where people can 
place their offerings to satisfy him.  Paul calls this “ignorant” because they worship the true God 
without knowing Him. 

THE TRUE GOD 

Act 17:24  God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, 
does not dwell in temples made with hands.  

He is telling them, in essence, that Zeus, Apollo, and Athena are all myths; they did not create 
the world, God did.  The true Lord does not live in handmade buildings.  Imperfect men cannot 
make a house or plan for God, but perfect God can make a house and plan for man. 

Act 17:25  Nor is He worshiped with men's hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives 
to all life, breath, and all things.  

False religions think their gods need their works to fulfill their missions.  God does not nor ever 
will need man’s help.  It is quite the opposite.  Man needs God’s help.  This concept is that man 
is necessary to make God happy.  God was happy before man ever came along.  God is happy 
for Himself and needs no one to fulfill Him or to make Him happy.  However, God is necessary 
to make man happy in salvation, physical life, and all things afterward. 

Act 17:26  And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the 
earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings,  

And hath made of (from) one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, 
and hath determined (predetermined) the times (kairos: dispensations, set or proper times) 
before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation (nations); 

God predetermined dispensations and national boundaries to protect man.  Paul is actually 
telling these men God determined countries (including their own), yet they are turning away 
from Him by looking for other gods. 

Act 17:27  so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find 
Him, though He is not far from each one of us;  

That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel (pselaphao: feel, handle, touch) . . .  

OFFSPRING OF GOD 



Act 17:28  for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets 
have said, 'For we are also His offspring.'  

We “live.”  We have spiritual as well as future physical life with the Lord.  Only in Christ are we 
truly alive.  We also “move.”  All of our functions in life are now accomplished in Him who 
(currently) cares for every part of our daily lives.  We finally “have our being.”  This is our entire 
existence.  Our existence (spiritual, soulish, and natural) are wrapped up in Him.  He is our 
entire life. 

Paul quotes two Stoic writers, Aratus and Cleanthes, who admitted there was a God who 
created them, not vice versa.  We find the same thing in our atheistic society; our founding 
fathers told us that our “Creator gave us certain inalienable rights.” 

Act 17:29  Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine 
Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man's devising. 

We do not create God with our imaginations and with tools.  Even those are created by God. 

17:26-29  God of Creation and Unity of the Human Race, HUMAN WORTH/DIVINE 
DESTINY.  Both the OT and NT state that the God of creation created unity of the human 
race. Through Adam and Eve (Genesis 3:20), and then the sons of Noah (9:19), all 
ethnicities and nationalities of men come from a similar bloodline. The prophet referring 
to the special Fatherhood and fellowship God gives to His redeemed people, asks, “Have 
we not all one father? Has not one God created us?” (Malachi 2:10). In the NT, Paul 
affirms the unity of the human race, by acknowledging that God “made from one blood 
every nation of men” (Acts 17:26) and that “we are the offspring of God” (verses 28-29). 
Therefore all men and women having been created in God’s image and having their 
beings in Him, are equal before Him in worth and have an equal right to respect. 

Act 17:30  Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men 
everywhere to repent,  

Paul is telling them that God has overlooked their ignorance in the past, but no more.  Now that 
the gospel is presented to them, they are responsible.  God does not wink at sin but will 
overlook the ignorance of it.  “All men” is referring to those who are questioning Paul in this 
meeting in Athens on Mars Hill.  They are no longer ignorant. 

THE WORLD WILL BE JUDGED BY RIGHTEOUSNESS 

Act 17:31  because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness 
by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the 
dead."  



Because he (God) hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness 
by that man (Jesus) whom he hath ordained (chosen); whereof he hath given assurance (proof) 
unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead. 

Righteousness is the standard by which the whole world will be judged (John 16:8, 10).  The 
“proof” Paul is referring to is the miracles, signs, and wonders Jesus performed on the earth 
and the continued miracles of the disciples.  Paul is showing he is as much chosen by God as 
Jesus was.  Anyone who is born-again becomes one of the chosen of God and can also move 
into a life of the supernatural. 

When Paul mentions the resurrection, the Athenians fall apart.  They have no teaching or belief 
in the resurrection.  Of all the gods they give credence to in Athens, none taught of 
resurrection, so they have no frame of reference. 

REACTION TO PAUL’S MESSAGE 

Act 17:32  And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked, while others 
said, "We will hear you again on this matter."  

When others had spoken from Mars Hill, some listening could understand and some could not.  
When Paul speaks, no one can understand.  It is only by the Holy Spirit that some can believe in 
Paul’s message and become born again. 

Act 17:33  So Paul departed from among them.  

Act 17:34  However, some men joined him and believed, among them Dionysius the 
Areopagite, a woman named Damaris, and others with them. 

Paul was sent by the Holy Spirit to Athens for these few people.  Just as in Philippi, 
Thessalonica, and Berea, Paul is obedient even when only a few accept the Lord.  We do not 
know exactly how many believe at the time, but Athens goes on to have a revival through the 
converts in Greece. 


