
THE BOOK OF ACTS 

CHAPTER 22 

PAUL’S DEFENSE BEFORE THE SANHEDRIN 

THE CHALLLENGE OF CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO 

Sometimes there is a tendency to equate spirituality and effectiveness in ministry with the 
degree of visibility we have before men.  However, God equates our success with the degree of 
our willing obedience to His Word and the Holy Spirit.  Ananias who had heard of Saul’s 
reputation for persecuting and killing Christians, still chose to obey God’s direction rather than 
disobey because of fear of who Saul had been. 

We must endeavor to have hearts willing to obey God by the direction of the Holy Spirit even if 
His guidance is contrary to our own human reasoning. 

BEGINNING OF PAUL’S DEFENSE (1-3) 

Paul begins his defense speaking in Hebrew, explaining he is a Jew born in Tarsus, educated as a 
Jew, and taught and zealous for the law. 

Act 22:1  "Brethren and fathers, hear my defense before you now."  

This is the same opening Stephen used in 7:2 to address the Jews.  “Brethren” refers to physical 
Jews, not just believers.  “Fathers” refers to Jewish religious leaders, those encouraging and 
leading the mob. 

Act 22:2  And when they heard that he spoke to them in the Hebrew language, they kept all the 
more silent. Then he said:  

“The more silence” means for the moment they had a desire to hear him.  In 21:40 they were 
silent because they felt a necessity.  Now they actually want to hear Paul.  These few words in 
their dialect turn a mob into an audience.  This will all end in verse 22 as Paul tells them of his 
call to the Gentiles. 

PAUL’S CREDENTIALS 

Act 22:3  "I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city at the feet of 
Gamaliel, taught according to the strictness of our fathers' law, and was zealous toward God as 
you all are today. 

I am verily a man which am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up (raised) in this 
city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught (trained) according to the perfect (accurate) manner of 
the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward (for) God, as ye all are this day. 



Paul uses his own testimony as a Jew and a believer.  He comes from a famous university town 
and was educated in the Jewish religion under the best-known teacher of that day. 

His purpose in starting this way was to pique their interest.  If Paul was born and educated a 
Jew, there must be some reason why he changed.  Paul had clearly been taught the law and its 
content.  Paul had been religiously zealous, legalistic for God and for the law.  He had known 
the law but not its revelation and application.  These people are willing to kill for the Jewish law 
and tradition. 

Paul is pointing out that he had been the same as these other Jews, no matter.  He is not being 
arrogant, but has been chosen and used by God.  God chooses ordinary people. 

Satan always uses ordinary believers, as he is using these born-again but religious Jewish 
leaders. 

22:3  zealous, zelotes (dzay-low-tace); Burning with zeal, having warmth and feeling for 
or against, deep commitment and eager devotion to something or someone, and 
enthusiastic, uncompromising partisan, admirer, emulator, imitator, follower of anyone. 
Paul rejected his previous zeal that caused him to become a persecutor of the church, 
but rejoiced in his zelotes for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

ENEMY’S WEAPONS IN AN ORDINARY LIFE (PROVERBS 27:1-6) 

• Pride (verses 1-2): To boast in yourself 
• Wrath (verse 3-4): Explosive temper 
• Anger (verses 3-4): Progressive hostility 
• Façades of love (verses 5-6): Expressions of love covering hate 

PAUL’S TESTIMONY OF THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS (4-11) 

Paul tells of his conversion on the road to Damascus.  He explains he once persecuted and put 
to death those who followed “the way.”  He continues by explaining that he was on his way to 
Damascus to arrest Christians and bring them back to Jerusalem to be punished, a light shone 
from heaven, and he heard a voice cry out to him.  After being blinded by the light, Paul 
explains how he was led into Damascus by those traveling with him. 

Act 22:4  I persecuted this Way to the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and 
women,  

Act 22:5  as also the high priest bears me witness, and all the council of the elders, from whom I 
also received letters to the brethren, and went to Damascus to bring in chains even those who 
were there to Jerusalem to be punished.  

Act 22:6  "Now it happened, as I journeyed and came near Damascus at about noon, suddenly a 
great light from heaven shone around me.  



Act 22:7  And I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, 'Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting Me?'  

Act 22:8  So I answered, 'Who are You, Lord?' And He said to me, 'I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom 
you are persecuting.'  

Act 22:9  "And those who were with me indeed saw the light and were afraid, but they did not 
hear the voice of Him who spoke to me.  

Act 22:10  So I said, 'What shall I do, Lord?' And the Lord said to me, 'Arise and go into 
Damascus, and there you will be told all things which are appointed for you to do.'  

Act 22:11  And since I could not see for the glory of that light, being led by the hand of those 
who were with me, I came into Damascus.  

Paul explains to those listening how, at one time, he was zealous against the Christians, 
throwing both men and women in prison and even killing some with his persecution, as was the 
case with Stephen.  He continues by explaining how he was on his way to Damascus to bring 
prisoners involved in “the way” to Jerusalem to be punished.  On the way, a supernatural light 
shone from heaven and he heard a voice instructing him to continue to Damascus.  Paul tells 
them how he was blinded by the light and had to be led by his hand into Damascus with his 
traveling companions. 

ANANIAS (12-16) 

An ordinary believer named Ananias receives a word from God for Saul and explains to Saul 
that he has been chosen by God.  He also encourages Saul to call upon the name of the Lord to 
be saved. 

THE OBEDIENCE OF ANANIAS 

Ananias received a word from God and in response, he helped Paul.  He was an ordinary 
believer who knew the Word of God, which should be an encouragement to all believers who 
are diligent in the Word.  Ananias’s actions in helping Paul had a worldwide impact.  Full-time 
Christian service is not just for those in fivefold ministry; it is for all believers. 

Act 22:12  "Then a certain Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good testimony 
with all the Jews who dwelt there,  

Ananias studied and obeyed the law.  He was favored by God and men 

Act 22:13  came to me; and he stood and said to me, 'Brother Saul, receive your sight.' And at 
that same hour I looked Up at him.  

Came unto me, and stood, and said unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy sight (anablepo: look up, 
receive sight).  And the same hour I looked up upon him. 



Ananias knew from God that Paul was born again.  He was used by God for Paul to receive a 
miracle.  But that is not all. 

THE RESULT OF ANANIAS’S OBEDIENCE 

Act 22:14  Then he said, 'The God of our fathers has chosen you that you should know His will, 
and see the Just One, and hear the voice of His mouth. 

And he said, The God of our fathers hath chosen (procheirizomai: to take by the hand before 
time; pre-appointed) thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see (eido: view, know, 
perceive) that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth. 

Because of Ananias’s obedience, not only did Paul receive his sight, Paul also received three 
areas of revelation: 

1. Knowing God’s Will: Preaching the gospel to the Gentiles (20:24; 26:17) 
2. Seeing Jesus: Appearances to Paul (Acts 9:3-6; 23:11; Galatians 1:12) 
3. Knowing the Revelation of the New Testament (Ephesians 3:2-7; Colossians 1:25-27). 

Act 22:15  For you will be His witness to all men of what you have seen and heard.  

You cannot be an effective witness (verse 15) without revelation (verse 14).  Part of Paul’s 
witness was his testimony.  He will also give this again in chapter 27. 

Act 22:16  And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, 
calling on the name of the Lord.'  

This verse is poorly translated.  The action of the aorist participle proceeds the action of the 
main verb.  The aorist participle is “calling on the name of the Lord” (Romans 10:13), being 
saved.  The main verb is “wash away.”  Sins are washed away by calling on the name of the 
Lord.  Ananias told Paul to quit delaying and head for the water to be baptized.  His sins would 
be washed away by calling on the name of the Lord. 

GOD PREPARES PAUL FOR MINISTRY IN ARABIA (17-18) 

Paul shares about Jesus appearing to him in a trance and telling him to leave Jerusalem quickly. 

Act 22:17  "Now it happened, when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, that 
I was in a trance  

And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the 
temple, I was in a trance (ekstasis: ecstatic, astonishment); 

Paul skips over much time in his testimony and brings up the supernatural, his experience of 
being in a trance. 

Act 22:18  and saw Him saying to me, 'Make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, for they 
will not receive your testimony concerning Me.'  



And saw him (Jesus) saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: for 
they (legalistic believers) will not receive thy testimony concerning me. 

Paul informs them that Jesus had previously told him in a trance that they would not listen to 
him. 

PAUL’S DEFENSE TO THE PEOPLE (19-21) 

Paul continues explaining how the Lord has instructed him to leave Jerusalem to take the 
gospel to the Gentiles. 

Act 22:19  So I said, 'Lord, they know that in every synagogue I imprisoned and beat those who 
believe on You.  

Act 22:20  And when the blood of Your martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by 
consenting to his death, and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.'  

“Lord, they know I’ve been on both sides of the fence.”  Paul is rationalizing and arguing with 
the Lord to stay in Jerusalem.  He loves Jerusalem and even argues with the Lord over it. 

Act 22:21  Then He said to me, 'Depart, for I will send you far from here to the Gentiles.' "  

The Lord said, “Depart.”  The entire ministry of Paul was “Move, move.”  At this point, Paul is 
telling the people that God instructed him to turn his attention from the Jews to the Gentiles, 
and the mob reacts.  Legalism has so perverted their thinking they now react to a racial issue.  
The same leaders, a few years earlier, were thankful and desirous for Gentiles to be evangelized 
(Acts 15:13-19; 11:15-18; Galatians 2:9).  Now they will throw a temper tantrum.  They are 
beyond repentance, and Paul clearly sees it.  This is why God did not want Paul to go to 
Jerusalem. 

MOB CALLS FOR PAUL’S LIFE (22-23) 

The crowd listens to Paul’s testimony and they become enraged at the mention of Gentiles.  
They want Paul’s life. 

Act 22:22  And they listened to him until this word, and then they raised their voices and said, 
"Away with such a fellow from the earth, for he is not fit to live!"  

The word that sends them into a rage is “Gentiles.”  They now want to kill Paul.  They are calling 
for capital punishment.  They are pressuring the Romans for the full extent of the law. 

Act 22:23  Then, as they cried out and tore off their clothes and threw dust into the air,  

They cannot get to Paul, so they vent their anger by throwing temper tantrums.  They are 
typical of legalistic people who hear the truth of grace.  When Paul tells them grace is available 
to all (Romans 4:16; Titus 2:11), including the Gentiles, they begin to scream. 



PAUL IS SCOURGED (24-25) 

The Roman chief captain commands Paul to be taken into the fortress and scourged. 

Act 22:24  the commander ordered him to be brought into the barracks, and said that he should 
be examined under scourging, so that he might know why they shouted so against him.  

Paul looks and talks like a Jew, and the officer has no reason to assume he is a Roman.  Non-
Roman citizens are beaten, but it is illegal to beat a Roman citizen.  (This is the Roman system of 
law called Lex.  Lex is the plural of Leges, where we get “legislature,” a body of people making 
laws.) 

The officer thinks Paul must be hiding something to cause such a riot and gives an ordinary 
command to pull this information from him.  The military beats a man then questions him.  If he 
still does not speak, he has beaten again until he gives an answer or dies. 

Act 22:25  And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who stood by, "Is it 
lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman, and uncondemned?"  

And as they bound him with thongs (for the Leather straps), Paul said and to the centurion that 
stood by, is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman (citizen), and uncondemned? 

The chief captain has left and turns Paul over to a centurion.  This scourging is an illegal act and 
could get the whole platoon court-martialed. 

PAUL’S ROMAN CITIZENSHIP REALIZED (26-30) 

The centurion hears Paul say he is a Roman citizen, and the chief captain fears upon hearing 
this because they have bound and thrown Paul in prison without following lawful procedures.  
The chief captain brings Paul before his accusers to learn what he is being accused of by the 
mob. 

Act 22:26  When the centurion heard that, he went and told the commander, saying, "Take care 
what you do, for this man is a Roman."  

This man cares for his commander and wants law to be administered correctly. 

Act 22:27  Then the commander came and said to him, "Tell me, are you a Roman?" He said, 
"Yes."  

Act 22:28  The commander answered, "With a large sum I obtained this citizenship." And Paul 
said, "But I was born a citizen."  

Then the chief captain came, and said unto him, Tell me, art thou a Roman?  He said, Yea.  And 
the chief captain answered, With a great sum obtained I this freedom (politeia: politics, 
citizenship, commonwealth).  And Paul said, But I was free born. 



This captain was not born a Roman citizen; he was a different nationality and had paid for his 
Roman citizenship papers.  But Paul’s family are well-known Roman citizens, and Paul is a 
citizen by birth.  Paul is also from Tarsus (a free Roman city).  Because of this citizenship, Paul’s 
nephew will later have easy access to visit Paul and warn him of an assassination attempt 
(23:16).  Paul will also have free access to speak with the Roman dignitaries Felix and Agrippa. 

Act 22:29  Then immediately those who were about to examine him withdrew from him; and 
the commander was also afraid after he found out that he was a Roman, and because he had 
bound him.  

The Roman leader is in a dilemma.  He has the mob on one side and a Roman citizen on the 
other.  He has to retreat to think the situation through. 

Act 22:30  The next day, because he wanted to know for certain why he was accused by the 
Jews, he released him from his bonds, and commanded the chief priests and all their council to 
appear, and brought Paul down and set him before them. 

Roman law is without religious prejudice.  This man needs facts.  To get to the bottom all 
things, he brings the accusers to the accused.  This man will spot the religious prejudice during 
the interrogation, and Judaism will have a setback as Paul is rescued from the courtroom. 
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